GREEN HOMES

ESSENTIALS

COUNTDOWN

Reduced car
dependency
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Precious natural habitats are lost
when land is used for building homes.
Improving the ecological value of an
area encourages native plants and
animals to flourish. This sustains
healthy ecosystems that

—and adds delight
to your family’s life.

improving
the quality of your life

construction
waste reduction

Accoustic
comfort

Green homes are like ear muffs that
block out noise from neighbours or the
hubbub of the road outside. Quietness
and reduced noise intrusion contribute
to our

The construction industry produces 30% of
all waste generated in Europe. Much of the
materials from old buildings can be recovered
and recycled if it’s considered in early design

stage. Green homes are designed to encourage
, increasing our physical and of

mental health. waste both during and after construction.

Low carbon materials
& construction
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Radon may sneak into homes
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Embodied carbon calculation
is the key to reducing these impacts

Climate
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- While green homes must minimise contributing
) to climate change, they must also
b that

are becoming more frequent with climate
change. Green homes are located with flooding
risk taken into account, and designed with
future weather extremes in mind.

Thermal comiort &
energy efficiency

Green
homes are low energy but comfy

replacing it with fresh, clean air

Q IGBC GBCe

IRISH GREEN BUILDING COUNCIL
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the European Union
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Smarter
investment

better built, healthier and
cheaper to run

Peter Pan was in denial: we do grow up,
and, with a little luck, grow old. Your
home should be able to adapt to

over time — including accessibility for
reduced mobility.

Water from your taps

should be safe to use. In green

homes, for chemical
and microbiological quality, hardness
and odour to make sure that’s the case.
The larger the volume of hot water from
your tap, the more energy you use. In
green homes, water-saving devices
give a sensation of a high coverage

of water, o

The difference can be as much

as 40 litres per minute.

Water efficiency
& quality

Low greenhouse
gas emissions

Over a third of
energy-related emissions
in Europe come from heating,
cooling and powering buildings.
But it doesn’t have to be this way.
Dramatically cutting greenhouse
gas emissions from our homes
doesn’t have to mean sacrifice.
It can actually

that are easier on
the pocket, and easier on the planet.
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